Movie Review Assignment

This will be a 4-5 page paper, double spaced, typed in Times New Roman font, and 12 point font (as it is on this page).  In addition to this written text, your paper will have a cover sheet that includes your name, section number of your class, the date, and  the tile of the film you watched.  The paper will also have a references sheet that lists your film and at least two other references that you cite in your discussion of that film.  Use MLA format for the references.  (Examples are shown later in this document.)  If you fail to follow the instructions described above, two percentage points will automatically be subtracted from the final score on the paper.
The final draft of the paper must be submitted along with the both of the earlier drafts have been marked for corrections.

You will pick one of the following movies to write about:

	Cool It!
	Global Warming: The Signs and the Science

	Revenge Of The Electric Car
	Sprawling From Grace

	The 11th Hour
	Solar Energy: Saved By the Sun

	Planet in Peril (CNN exclusive)
	Flow: For Love of Water

	Dive!
	A Crude Awakening: The Oil Crash

	Food, Inc
	David Vs Monsanto

	Pandora’s Promise
	Chasing Ice

	Sharkwater
	The Cove


Pick a film about something you want to learn more about, there are a variety of topics here! All of these movies relate to biology, the environment, etc. one way or another. In your report, try to answer as many as possible of the following questions:  
· What did you think of the film? 

· What biases do the filmmakers have?  

· Were they able to fairly represent their topic in spite of these biases?  

· How do these movies present our current problems in the environment or otherwise? 

· Do you believe the “science” in the movie? Is there real science (peer-reviewed) in the film or just guesswork (in other words, what are their sources)? 

· How do these movies affect you? 

· What about your children (or future children)? 

· Your decision making processes regarding life or society? 

You may find these films at public libraries, Netflix, and the PSC library. You shouldn’t have to pay to watch any of them.  A few films from this list are even available on YouTube   If you are having trouble viewing a film, let me know; I will get you access to one of the other films on this list. 

Make sure that you discuss both sides of the issue, not just repeat what was said by the filmmaker.  Critically analyze what the filmmaker said, and tell me why their view may or may not be valid I want you to summarize both sides of the issue and offer a personal opinion as to the best approach for dealing with the issue.  The papers should be use a New Times Roman font in a 12 pt. size, double spaced, and have a one inch margin.  They should be four to five pages long.  (The only reason I said.4-5 pages was to make sure that the fourth page was entirely filled.  I’m sick of students turning in “four page papers” where the fourth page only has two lines of text on it.  You need to be able to fill almost all of a fourth page.).  
Grading:  (See PAL for dates)
10 pts. = movie and references

10 pts. = submitting the rough draft

15 pts = second draft
60 pts = final draft

Papers will be graded on content, length, grammar and spelling.  Ignoring the font, margin and spacing instructions will reduce your score.  Trying to use a large header or title to take up space will reduce your score.   All paragraphs should be three or more sentences long.  All writing should be in complete sentences.  

The major grammar error that detracts from the quality of your paper is failure to have  subject-verb agreement, i.e. “viruses causes” instead of “viruses cause.”  I’m not going to be policing comma, semicolon, colon use – but things that jump out and say this was quickly thrown together will detract from the quality of the paper – and thus detract from the score:


3-5 spelling/grammar errors will reduce your score by 2 points.

`
6-8 spelling/grammar errors will reduce your score by 5 points.  


More than 8 errors will reduce your score by 10 points

Take your time and take pride in your work.

Each assignment must use a minimum of two references that are not your textbook or your class notes. While you may certainly cite your textbook or my lectures, you must also incorporate outside sources of information.  Please choose wisely and use reliable sources
Turning in the papers

I’m still learning to use PAL.  Hopefully I will have drop boxes set up by the due dates.  If I do not, you can print out and give me a physical copy of your paper.

CITE YOUR REFERENCES using MLA format.  
 You can use an accepted MLA format style; examples for films are here and websites are here
Citing TED talks can be done like this

 MacGregor, Neil. “26,000 Years of History in One Object.” Video. Ted.com. TED, Feb.      2012. Web. 20 Feb. 2012.

 Other youtube content (e.g. Hank Green videos) can be cited like this

 Mau, Bruce. “Selected Interviews & TV Appearances.” Video. Youtube.com. Youtube, 8      August 2008. Web. 20 Feb 2012.

